Season 8 Game Logs (NFL 2K3 Cowboys Franchise)

Week 2 (Preseason)

Raiders - 28
Cowboys - 35

Week 1

Eagles (0-1) - 21
Cowboys (1-0) - 40

Game notes: What was once a defensive struggle—with the score 14-13 at one point and the Eagles leading—turned into a blowout in the favor of the Cowboys, who scored 27 points in the fourth quarter alone. Rookies Dallas Dean and Marvin Parsons made their mark with interceptions of Carson Wentz, who threw four total on the afternoon. After Hodges suffered a minor injury late in the game, Kyle Klein stepped in to throw two additional touchdowns and 121 yards passing, cementing Dallas’ victory.

Week 2

Cowboys (1-1) - 19
Cardinals (1-1) - 21

Stats:

Kyler Murray (QB): 17/22, 77.8%, 180 yards, 2 TDs

Forrest Hodges (QB): 16/28, 57.1%, 298 yards, 2 TDs

Game notes: A hard-fought game by both teams results in the Cardinals’ first win of the season, fending off a fierce passing game from Forrest Hodges, neutralizing Saul Reese and the run game in the process. A failed two-point conversion to tie the game at 21 for Dallas sealed their fate in this one. 

Week 3

Rams (0-3) - 17
Cowboys (2-1) - 20

Stats:

Jared Goff (QB): 23/38, 60.5%, 285 yards, 1 TD, 2 INTs

Forrest Hodges (QB): 11/18, 61.1%, 133 yards, 2 TDs (1 rush, 1 pass)

Saul Reese (RB): 27 carries, 75 yards

Game notes: Rams’ rally comes up short as the Cowboys improve to 2-1 on the season and drop the Rams to 0-3. Rookie cornerback Van Burke amassed his first interception in the NFL during the game. 

Week 4

Cowboys (3-1) - 27
Browns (1-3) - 13

Stats: 

Forrest Hodges (QB): 13/30, 43.3%, 208 yards, 2 TDs

Tim Couch (QB): 13/22, 59.0%, 146 yards

Saul Reese (RB): 25 carries, 145 yards, TD

Game notes: Cleveland kept the game close until the fourth quarter, in which they were stopped on a fourth-and-one and gave up ten unanswered points to go from down four (17-13) to finish losing by 14 points, 27-13. With the win, Dallas improves to 3-1 and are in a three-way tie in the NFC East with Washington and Philadelphia.

Week 5

Redskins (3-2) - 19
Cowboys (4-1) - 20

Stats:

Jeff Garcia (QB): 18/23, 78.2%, 190 yards

Forrest Hodges (QB): 13/18, 72.2%, 155 yards, 2 TDs (1 rush, 1 pass)

Game notes: Down 16-7 in the fourth quarter, Forrest Hodges and the Cowboys mounted a rally to remember against their arch rival in Washington. They started with a field goal to cut the lead down to six points, then forced and recovered a fumble on defense to set Dallas up with excellent field position. They would go on to score a touchdown that gave them a one-point lead, 17-16. Washington drove right down the field but were stopped and settled for a field goal to regain the lead by two points, 19-17, with 1:12 remaining in regulation. Hodges marched Dallas down the field and put them in prime position for the game-winning field goal, which was successful and resulted in a thrilling 20-19 victory over the Redskins, avenging their loss to them the previous season.

Bye Week

Week 7 (Overtime)

Cowboys (5-1) - 23
Giants (0-5) - 17

Stats:

Forrest Hodges (QB): 16/25, 64.0%, 241 yards, 2 TDs

Kerry Collins (QB): 22/37, 59.4%, 237 yards, 2 TDs, FUMB

Saul Reese (HB): 33 carries, 156 yards, TD

Game notes: Cowboys avoid a near upset loss to the New York Giants with a long, methodical drive in overtime by Hodges that was capped off with a one-yard touchdown run for Saul Reese. With the win, the Cowboys improve to 5-1 and the Giants remain winless. 

Week 8

Cowboys (5-2) - 14
Eagles (6-1) - 17

Stats:

Forrest Hodges (QB): 10/17, 58.8%, 152 yards, TD

Carson Wentz (QB): 21/27, 77.7%, 199 yards

Saul Reese (HB): 16 carries, 40 yards, TD

Game notes: Playing in inclement weather, the Cowboys and Eagles were in a great defensive struggle that saw the Eagles rally from down seven to take the lead late and secure the win over the Cowboys, giving them the division lead currently in the process. 

Week 9

Bears (4-4) - 21
Cowboys (5-3) - 13

Stats:

Mitchell Trubisky (QB): 17/20, 85.0%, 140 yards, 2 TDs

Forrest Hodges (QB): 18/25, 72.0%, 273 yards, TD, INT

Saul Reese (HB): 12 carries, 28 yards

Game notes: The Bears’ impressive third-ranked overall defense held Dallas to 13 points and made a key interception of Hodges late in the game to seal their victory, whilst the Bears’ offense stuck to an unstoppable running game that controlled the clock and prevented the Cowboys from gaining any momentum.

Week 10

Steelers (6-3) - 10
Cowboys (6-3) - 24

Stats: 

Marcus Fleming (QB): 19/32, 59.3%, 228 yards, TD, INT

Forrest Hodges (QB): 11/16, 68.7%, 228 yards, 2 TDs

Saul Reese (HB): 24 carries, 105 yards, TD

Game notes: Dallas rebounds and snaps their two-game losing streak with a valiant home victory over the Pittsburgh Steelers, forcing two turnovers during the game. 

Week 11

Cowboys (7-3) - 23
Falcons (8-2) - 17

Stats:

Forrest Hodges (QB): 11/16, 68.7%, 135 yards, TD, INT

Matt Ryan (QB): 20/32, 62.5%, 191, TD, FUMB

Saul Reese (HB): 21 carries, 172 yards, TD

Game notes: Dallas knocks off the NFC’s current top seed behind an unforgettable rushing performance from Saul Reese, and the defense forced a key fumble of Matt Ryan late in the game to set up Dallas’ game-winning touchdown drive.

Week 12

Giants (1-10) - 30
Cowboys (7-4) - 22

Stats:

Felix Campbell (QB): 12/16, 75.0%, 145 yards

Forrest Hodges (QB): 12/20, 60.0%, 283 yards, 3 TDs, 2 INTs

Saul Reese (HB): 7 carries, 20 yards

Game notes: The Giants pull off the upset of the season against their arch nemesis in the Dallas Cowboys, possessing leads of 7-0, 14-0, 14-7, 17-7, 20-7, 23-7, 23-15, 30-15, and 30-22. Not once did they surrender the lead. Newly-starting quarterback Felix Campbell had a near-perfect afternoon, throwing only four incompletions with no turnovers all game.

Week 13

Cowboys (8-4) - 45
Redskins (5-7) - 28

Stats:

Forrest Hodges (QB): 20/24, 83.3%, 334 yards, 5 TDs

Jeff Garcia (QB): 19/26, 73.0%, 260 yards, 3 TDs, 2 INTs

Saul Reese (HB): 28 carries, 102 yards, TD

Game notes: After a humiliating loss to the Giants, Hodges and the Cowboys were absolutely immaculate on offense, scoring 45 points en route to a 45-28 victory over the Washington Redskins for the season sweep. 

Week 14

Cowboys (9-4) - 24
Ravens (7-6) - 21

Stats:

Forrest Hodges (QB): 12/20, 60.0%, 180 yards, 2 TDs

Lamar Jackson (QB): 16/22, 72.7%, 180 yards, 3 TDs, INT

Saul Reese (HB): 24 carries, 86 yards, TD

Game notes: The consensus Game of the Year ends with Saul Reese lunging forward in the endzone over the white line for the game-winning touchdown with 41 seconds left. Immediately after, rookie cornerback Van Burke intercepted Lamar Jackson to seal the game for good. The loss for Baltimore causes a dramatic three-way tie in the AFC North.

Week 15 (Overtime)

Bengals (7-7) - 23
Cowboys (9-5) - 20

Stats:

Andre Massey (QB): 27/35, 77.1%, 305 yards, TD

Forrest Hodges (QB): 15/25, 60.0%, 251 yards, 2 TDs

Saul Reese (HB): 16 carries, 53 yards

Game notes: In a wild game at AT&T Stadium, the Bengals—needing a pivotal win—prevent the Cowboys from sweeping the AFC North with their monumental victory in overtime. The defense was ruthless, sacking Hodges five times during the game. 

Week 16

Cowboys (9-6) - 14
Seahawks (7-8) - 21

Stats:

Forrest Hodges (QB): 14/21, 66.6%, 193 yards, 2 TDs (1 rush, 1 pass)

Russell Wilson (QB): 15/23, 65.2%, 198 yards, 2 TDs, INT

Saul Reese (HB): 17 carries, 49 yards

Game notes: The Seahawks stun the Cowboys in a game they desperately needed to win, forcing them into a win-and-in situation against the 8-7 San Francisco 49ers.

Week 17

49ers (8-8) - 10
Cowboys (10-6) - 27

Stats:

Jimmy Garoppolo (QB): 14/23, 60.8%, 184 yards, INT

Forrest Hodges (QB): 12/15, 80.0%, 214 yards, TD

Saul Reese (HB): 31 carries, 126 yards, 2 TDs

Game notes: A huge performance from Saul Reese guides the Cowboys to a 10-6 regular season record and a playoff berth. They now have a date with the Green Bay Packers at Lambeau Field in the Wild Card game of the playoffs. 

Playoff Seeding

NFC 

IN

	1.	Philadelphia Eagles (12-4) xz*
	2.	Atlanta Falcons (12-4) xz
	3.	Green Bay Packers (11-5) xz
	4.	St. Louis Rams (10-6) xz
	5.	Chicago Bears (10-6) xy
	6.	Dallas Cowboys (10-6) xy

OUT

	7.	Arizona Cardinals (9-7)
	8.	Carolina Panthers (9-7)
	9.	Detroit Lions (9-7)
	10.	San Francisco 49ers (8-8)
	11.	New Orleans Saints (8-8)
	12.	Washington Redskins (6-10)
	13.	Seattle Seahawks (7-9)
	14.	Tampa Bay Buccaneers (5-11)
	15.	New York Giants (4-12)
	16.	Minnesota Vikings (2-14)

AFC

IN

	1.	Denver Broncos (11-5) xz*
	2.	New England Patriots (10-6) xz
	3.	Baltimore Ravens (10-6) xz
	4.	Houston Texans (10-6) xz
	5.	Kansas City Chiefs (10-6) xy
	6.	Cleveland Browns (9-7) xy

OUT

	7.	New York Jets (8-8)
	8.	Oakland Raiders (9-7)
	9.	Cincinnati Bengals (8-8)
	10.	Miami Dolphins (8-8)
	11.	Pittsburgh Steelers (8-8)
	12.	Indianapolis Colts (7-9)
	13.	Jacksonville Jaguars (6-10)
	14.	Tennessee Titans (5-11)
	15.	San Diego Chargers (4-12)
	16.	Buffalo Bills (1-15)

Wild Card 

Cowboys [6] (10-6) - 24
Packers [3] (11-5) - 20

Stats:

Forrest Hodges (QB): 14/21, 66.6%, 262 yards, 2 TDs, INT

Aaron Rodgers (QB): 20/26, 76.9%, 241 yards, TD

Saul Reese (HB): 26 carries, 94 yards, TD

Game notes: The Packers’ rally from down 14-0 comes up short as Dallas plays sound defense late and solid offense to defeat Green Bay by four, 24-20. They advance to the Divisional Round to face off against their NFC East foe, the Philadelphia Eagles. 

Divisional Round

Cowboys [6] (10-6) - 21
Eagles [1] (12-4) - 27

Stats: 

Forrest Hodges (QB): 7/16, 43.7%, 135 yards, TD, INT

Carson Wentz (QB): 17/23, 73.9%, 164 yards, TD, 3 INTs

Saul Reese (HB): 14 carries, 40 yards, TD

Game notes: The Cowboys blow a 21-3 lead against their fiercest NFC East rival and are eliminated from the postseason. Hodges was under duress all game and never could get much going offensively. On to next season…

Super Bowl

Eagles [1] (12-4) - 19
Broncos [1] (11-5) - 16

Game notes: The Philadelphia Eagles are Super Bowl champions for Season 8 of the Cowboys Franchise in NFL 2K3.

Pro Bowl

NFC - 6
AFC - 10


